
Thank you for your tremendous interest in FairTrade Gifts and all the nice meetings at the events. 
By 2018 earnings, total sum of CZK 359,000, we will support the operation of the High School 
and the Clinic on the Island of Hope.

If you have tips on interesting places or events that we can take part in with our FairTrade shop, 
please let us know.

Thank you and see you soon, for example at Easter markets :)
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we deeply thank you that you were with us even during last 
year. We supported together education, health care and 

standard of living of kids and whole families in Kenya. 
From January 2019, there study 1745 children in kinder-
gardens, basic and high schools and at universities. Ostrov 
Naděje high school at Rusinga Island in Kenya is already full 
with 4 classes.  
We are looking forward to further common steps during this 
year.  We introduce new volunteers in the bulletin – this time 
from Kenya and also Adela – our reinforcement in Prague of-
fice. We bring posts from adoptive parents and also from one 
new partner school. 

We wish you nice reading and happ new year. 

Simona Heřtusová on behalf of  Narovinu Centre
simona.hertusova@adopceafrika.cz

Dear adoptive parents, dear supporters   and friends of Narovinu Centre

Community Center ISLAND OF HOPE can be 
supported by DONATION SMS

If you send this message to the number 87 777
DMS OSTROVNADEJE 30  
DMS OSTROVNADEJE 60  
DMS OSTROVNADEJE 90

 
You will support our project on the one-time basis. 

Permanent SMS will not burden your budget and it will better 
allow us to achieve our long-term goals. 

Write the message to the number  87 777:
DMS TRV OSTROVNADEJE 30  
DMS TRV OSTROVNADEJE 60  
DMS TRV OSTROVNADEJE 90

The SMS price is 30, 60 or 90 CZK, the recipient of your help 
will receive 29, 59 or 89 CZK. We will receive the amount 

monthly until you decide to cancel the order.

Gifts with the story from the FairTrade Shop 
support children from the Island of Hope in Kenya

Thank you for your support! www.darcovskasms.cz

www.centernarovinu.org  Sokolsk  Street 32, 120 00 Praha 2, metro s at on I.P. Pavlova



Who is in the team of Center Narovinu? We would like to 
introduce our volunteers and new support for our team in Prague

My name is Gilphers Oduor Mukoya and I 
work as a volunteer coordinator for Centrum 
Narovinu for Kakamega County, the second 
largest county in Kenya and one with the 
highest number of secondary schools in the 
Republic. I have a passion for the education 
of children and I always make sure that I do 
all that I can to ensure that children have ac-
cess to education. 

I appreciate the founders of Centrum Narovinu for coming up 
with the noble idea of giving children from vulnerable back-
grounds a chance to make it in life through sponsoring their 
education. In my county, there are many children who have 
been able to attain secondary and tertiary education thanks to 
Centrum Narovinu´s management’s efforts. I thank the Czech 
team, adoptive parents and the Nairobi office for the wonder-
ful work they continue to do in providing a decent future for 
the vulnerable children of Kakamega County.

Apart from volunteering for Centrum Narovinu, I am a church 
leader, a Community Based Health Care Programme Trainer, 
a community counselor, a Community Health Worker and a 
peasant farmer. In my free time, I like reading fiction books 
and visiting elderly people and the poor. I encourage Centrum 
Narovinu to continue the excellent work of supporting the 
neediest of the needy in the society.

My name is Lydia Njoroge, I come from a 
family of five children and was raised in Nai-
robi. I am also a wife, a mother of four and 
a grandmother of one. Having worked as a 
nursery school teacher in my youthful age, 
I found interaction with young children ful-
filling, which inspired me to join Centrum 
Narovinu as a full time volunteer coordinator. 

Aside from that, I am also a passionate motivational speaker to 
both young adults and women from diverse backgrounds. In 
my free time, I enjoy dancing, cooking and supporting my son 
during his concert performances.

My name is Mary Malenge. I am a volunteer 
coordinator in Centrum Narovinu. Working 
with kids within and outside of my county 
makes me happy. I am a retired teacher, I 
taught at a boarding school for 19 years. I 
gained a lot of experience from both private 
and public schools, where l mainly worked at 
the department of guiding and counselling, 

which made me learn a lot about kids. I am the coordinator of 
Bukaywa Humanist School, taking care of 250 children. I am a 
married woman with five children. One of my children died in 
2011 and my husband died in 2012. During my free time l play 
net ball with the kids.

My name is Robert K. Masitsa and I have 
been working under Ken Okongo as a volun-
teer coordinator in Vihiga County and other 
bordering counties like Uasin Gishu County, 
Bungoma County, Kakamega County and 
Trans-nzoia County. Thanks to both Prague of-
fice and Nairobi office for approving me as a 
full-time coordinator.

I am a married man with 5 kids - 3 boys and 2 girls. In my free 
time, I like reading religious books including the Bible and I 
also like watching the news and football matches, especially 
the English league.
At home I have a small poultry farm and Juakali(Mechanics) 
a workshop for repairing motor vehicles. However, I couldn´t 
take a mechanic course because I lacked finances from my 
parents since they were jobless and they had a big family to 
support. Finally, I would like to say, may God bless the Czech 
team and adoptive parents, as well as Ken Okongo, the direc-
tor in Kenya, all the office workers in Nairobi and all Kenyan 
coordinators. Thanks. 

My name is Piuz Oloo and I am a volunteer 
in Centrum Narovinu in Kenya. I became a full-
time coordinator 3 years ago, but I had been 
an active member of the organization since 
2002. I was born in a place called Komenya, in 
Siaya, but I currently live in Nairobi. I work with 
kids from different parts of Kenya, especially 
from Siaya, Mavoloni, Mbale and Kibera.

In Centrum Narovinu I have learned a lot about working with 
orphans and families in need that come from different back-
grounds. It makes me very happy to see these kids to be do-
ing well in life. I do some business for a living, and I also work 
as a part-time worker at a peace organization in Kibera. I was 
the first-born in the family of 8, I have been blessed with two 
wives and seven kids. On top of that, I am living with five more 
orphans, so the total of 12 kids. God bless Centrum Narovinu 
and all volunteers both in Kenya and the Czech Republic

I am Elizabeth Awuor Olalo, a single mother 
of three children. I live in Umoja Estat with 3 
other orphans and my grandson. I am a very 
happy grandmother as the Lord has allowed 
me to make it this far. I have worked as a coor-
dinator in Centrum Narovinu since 2009 and 
have committed myself to the work, having 
great passion for it. I actually really like work-

ing and taking care of poor kids because I once went through 
the same situation, getting rejected by the rest of my family 
after losing my mother and later my dad.
I have gone through difficult times but in the end, I managed to 
overcome everything. Joining Centrum Narovinu was the best 
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decision, because since I have gone through the same situa-
tion, I know how to comfort the children. If any of them need 
counseling, I will always be there for them because I know 
their pain. My first-born son is now a father, the second-born is 
about to get married and my daughter Maurine, who was once 
in the program, is also doing well, though she has given birth. I 
also do a bit of business (selling second-hand clothes). 

I vow to work and help where necessary because I feel it´s my 
calling. 

Long live Centrum Narovinu, long live Dana and long live Ken.

I greet all supporters of Centrum Narovinu. 
My name is Adéla Paříková and I come from 
small town close to Karlovy Vary. I moved to 
Prague due to my studies 6 years ago. When I 
had finished shool, I tried to find a job in non-
profit sector. I had been touched by work op-
portunity in Centrum Narovinu and I became 
a member of Prague office team from August 
2018. I really appreciate that I got opportuni-

ty to do this job, the job which has a sense. The purpose – it is 
what work at Centrum Narovinu absolutelly has. I am looking 
forward to enrichment by work at Centrum Narovinu, whether 
in my work career or personally.  
Now I would like to share some personal details about me. I 
like travelling and meeting new cultures and places. Travelling 
helps me to get to know that there are places on Earth where 
people do not live in such a sufficiency as we live. And this is 
the main reason which guided me to this work. I like to spend 
my free time in nature by hiking or walks with dogs. It helps 
me to clean my head. 
I am looking forward to work with you all

Lenka Čumpelíková 
sends greetings to all 
adoptive parents and 
friends of Center Narovinu 
from her maternity leave. 
In November 2018 her 
baby girl Thea was born :)

Reaction to the article WHEN CHILDREN IN KENYA WRITE LETTERS from June 

Hello Ms. Motejzíková, 

At the end of June, you sent out letters from Kenya to the 
adoptive parents. As always, you alsoincluded bulletin. I be-
came interested in article written by you, Ms. Cumpelikova 
and Ms. Feminova. I had exactly the same problems. Based 
on my questions raised to Narovinu Center, the coordinator in 
Kenya takes photos of my supported child with every package 
that I send. It means that I have now perfect overview that my 
child received everything. But I was not getting answers to the 
questions I wrote in my letters. This is why I tested the recom-
mended approach – I wrote my questions on a special sheet of 
paper and I was interested in seeing if it comes back filled in....

And I am happy to say that my extra sheet of paper with ques-
tions came back filled in. It really works. After 2 years of adop-
tion, the child also raises questions and I answer them. Our 
correspondence became more personal and warmer and it is 
not so formal any more. Maybe you can recommend it also to 
other parents who still did not get answers to their questions. 

Best regards,  
Volfová

PS:  Once again, thank you very much for your help with com-
munication with the family in Kenya as well as for the possibil-
ity to send an extra payment.

The article WHEN CHILDREN IN KENYA WRITE LETTERS can be 
found on our website in Bulletin section (https://www.cen-
trumnarovinu.cz/sites/default/files/bulletin_06_2018-nahled.



My name is Joash Ouma Okon-
go. I am one of the founders of 
Island of Hope Centre. I have a 
family,  two wives and twelve 
children. Some of the children 
are already adults sand they 
have their children, so I have 7 
grandchildren. I am in the center 
as a manager and I coordinate all 

the activities in the centre. One of the activities I coordinate 
among others which really touches me is distance adoption, 
I participate with others in identification and inclusion of the 
pupils in the programme. When you are out identifying the 
children to be in the orphanage you find so many more than 
the number you want. What is amazing is to watch those same 
pupils after only one month in the orphanage playing vigor-
ously and very healthy. If I reflect back really feel so humbled 
and sometimes shade tears thanks to all our sponsors and all 
the coordinators in Europe working tirelessly for this feeling to 
be archieved.Its really difficult but the result are far reaching.

My name is William Oniamba 
and currently I‘m the principal in 
Island of Hope Humanist Society 
School in Kenya.
I teach chemistry and math-
ematics in our school. Chemis-
try was my major subject at the 
university and I really love both 
reading and teaching chemistry. 
I like chemistry because it‘s easy 

to understand due to its practical nature and it is easy to recall 
things you see happening practically.  Mathematics to me is 
like a hobby. There are good and interesting topics in mathe-
matics which inspire me a lot. I always find the Pythagoras the-
orem very interesting. It was discovered in the ancient times 
and it‘s still relevant up to date. My favourite quote which in-
spires me to do the right thing is by a renowned civil rights ac-
tivist Martin Luther King which I quote: „The ultimate tragedy 
is not the oppression and cruelty by the bad people but the 
silence over it by the good people.“ • 29 years old • married 
with 2 kids (with one wife)• originally from Rusinga Island
• hobbies – watching football, playing basketball 

My name is Sauline Ouma. I am 
28 years old. I come from this 
community. I am single and I 
have no children. I have two sis-
ters. I like football and reading 
novels during my leisure time. 

I joined this institution in the 
year 2013. Orphan children live 
and learn in this institution. I en-

joy being with these orphan 
children because I am an or-
phan too. I am a teacher in 
primary school section and I 
teach grade one pupils. 
I have learnt a lot in this institution, especially about non-vio-
lence. This has helped me to solve many problems even back 
at home. These pupils are free and they share with me some 
of the problems their undergo in their various homes. Guid-
ing and directing them has helped them overcome some of 
the problems they face.  Being here with these children has 
helped me to learn about equality. Noone is more equal than 
the other and I do apply this even at home. Working with small 
children is fun.

My name is Omondi Brian On-
yanyo. I work as a teacher in Is-
land of Hope Humanist School. 
I love working in the institution 
together with the pupils. I am 
the grade two class teacher. Is-
land of Hope has changed my 
life since I joined it a year ago. 
I am grateful to the founder 
members. May they live long to 
help our society.

• 26 years old • married with one wife • having one child • Com-
ing from Kisumu county • Hobbies – playing football and vol-
leyball, listening music 

I‘m Jenipher Atieno Dalina, 45 
years old. I‘ve been working with 
Centrum Narovinu Rusinga Island 
as a volunteer teacher in kindergar-
ten school since 2007 up to now. 
I‘ve learnt a lot in this institution 
and it has brought a big change to 
the community and more so to my 
family due to seminars which were 
organised by our directors even 
though what we are getting is very 

little and the cost of living is so high. It makes it difficult to 
make ends meet. I really enjoy working with small childreen 
and promise to work with them in life. Thanks.  • taking care of 
5 chlidren (her husband has them with his second wife) • Hob-
bies – singing, reading (story books and the Bible) 

My name is Rachael. I am 38 years 
old. I started working in Island of 
Hope Humanist School (Rusinga) in 
the year 2013 as grade one teacher. 
In the year 2014 I became interest-
ed in working in the kindergarten 
school with young children. I was a 

 We would like to introduce our 
team of Island of Hope in Kenya
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heartbroken person, violent 
and very temperament. The 
humatitarian philosophies 
i.e. non-violent, non-com-
petitive and treating others 
as you would want them to 
treat you has changed my life 
and today I have improved 
much on this. I enjoy work-
ing with the young children 

as their smile is my joy and their happiness is my pride. 
• originally from Homa Bay county (Kisumu) • hobbies – playing 
football, dancing or singing • family – single, no kids 

I‘m Grace Akinyi. I‘m 32 
years old. I‘m a kinder-
garten teacher in Island 
of Hope, Rusinga, who 
trained in a Montessori 
college in Nairobi. I start-
ed working here in the 
year 2016. I got encour-

aged through teaching and seminars I had attended, organ-
ised by our directors. I like working here since it‘s a non-vio-
lence institution. I also like Centrum Narovinu‘s ideology.
• one child (6 years old), single mother – not married • originally 
from Homa Bay County • likes watching movies, listening to 
music 

I‘m Michael Ogueno Man-
gana, usually known as 
Jack Mangana. I‘m 38 years 
old now, married, with two 
children. 

I do fishing and peasant 
farming. My wife is a house-

wife. I provide for my children and wife and, apart from that, I 
also take care of my mother, who is a widow, my sister and also 
other three children who come from poor families. 

I started volunteering in Centrum Narovinu – Rusinga Island in 
the year 2001. In this organisation, I take photos, collect report 
forms and letters from the sponsored children. Besides that, 
I fill the forms for the new children to be put in the adoption 
programme, and also assist children/families who cannot write 
letters to their sponsors. 
I really love working for Centrum Narovinu because since I 
started volunteering here, I have made many friends with the 
community as well as the children. Last but not least, let me say 
a big thank you to the organisation, Dana and all the sponsors, 
because you have made it possible for the poor, orphans and 
unfortunate families to go to school. Thank you Yours friendly. 

Receive warm greetings, I remain grateful as I start my 4th 
year serving in the position of the clinical officer in charge 
of Centrum Narovinu, Rusinga Island of Hope clinic. It has 
been great working together, as we ensure that our clients get 
the best service possible. 

I joined Centrum Narovinu in December 
2015 and I am happy that this organisa-
tion has made me a more responsible 
and dedicated person I am today. 
Much appreciation to the president of 
Centrum Narovinu, Dana Feminová and 
the directors Mr. Ken and Josh Okongo 
for believing in me. 
I am proud of the strides made so far 
in improvement of the clinic and the 
organisation at large. I look forward to 
making this organisation and the clinic 
even a better place as we work together 

towards achieving our goal. Yours sincerely, Chris Hinah

My name is Pamela Achteng 
Oheno,I am 43 years old and I have 4 
children, two of them are in the pro-
gram of distance adoptions. I also 
have 2 grandchildren, who attend 
our primary school. I originally come 
from Rusinga Island. I have been 
working here since 2004. I started as 
a cleaning lady and I was also help-
ing in the orphanage. Currently, I am 
working as a head of kitchen depart-
ment and I am responsible for the 

food store and food preparation for all the children in the Is-
land of Hope, it means cca 500 children. I enjoy especially the 
orphanage children because I feel like their mother as they do 
not have own parents. I am really thankful to be a part of this 
project. Hobbies – cooking, sharing stories with kids, singing.

My name is Ronaldo B. Gitana, I 
am 52 years old, married and hav-
ing 2 sons. I read books during 
my leasure time – Bible, fishing 
or science fiction books. I like to 
ride bike during my free time too. 
I am interested in organic farming. 
I am responsible for fish breed-
ing project and for farm at Ostrov 
Naděje. I studied fishing on one of 
the most known fishing schools in 
Philippines, Bicol Fishing Universi-
ty. I finished my studies in 1986 and 
from that time I do fishing. I was 

working in several countries, particularly in India, Mosambik, 
Vietnam, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Malaysia. 

The fish breeding project was launched last year on 26th Janu-
ary. We repaired and improved existing 4sqm fish cages and 
we produced 6 new 36sqm ones. We upgraded two pounds 
which were originally used for fish reproduction from hatch-
ery. After 9 months of hard work we started to catch small cag-
es and we saw fruits of our work. In January 2019, we finished 
the catching of 4th cage. And slowly but surely we grow local 
market for our brand „Fish for All“ – fresh and quality fishes 
from lake with excellent taste. 
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Extra payments are one-time pay-
ments that are sent only excep-
tionally, up to three times a year 
(once a trimester). Adoptive par-
ents send them to their children 
parallel with school fees. Most of-
ten, money is used to buy food and 
clothing for families in difficult life 
situations, to purchase a notebook 
for college students, a bicycle for 
children who have to take a time-

consuming trip to school on foot. Extra payments are mainly 
used to support children in their studies, so we always verify 
their needs. However, there are also less usual payments.

This interesting example of extra payment is very much relat-
ed to our health insurance program. If Melsa (ID 52391) did not 
have health insurance, she would not know about her recur-
rent illness. Thanks to the program, the girl goes for regular 
checks and examinations. That is how doctors found out that 
Melsa had typhoid three times in six months. Quick-witted and 
conscious adoptive mother offered to help and use the extra 
payment for the vaccination against the typhoid. Hopefully, 
the girl will avoid this illness and will be smiling again.

Years of experience have shown us that children often have to 
interrupt their school attendance due to accidents and com-

mon illnesses. The costs of health care are high in Kenya, fami-
lies do not have the resources to visit a doctor, so the children 
do not get quality treatment. In 2009, we launched the Health 
Insurance Project, which covers the costs of treatment and 
health care for children. At the same time, the project provides 
information on the most common diseases and their preven-
tion. Insurance provide children with:
- complete screening, including blood tests for HIV (provided 
that the tests will be approved by the family);
- HIV-positive patient monitoring, medicines and all necessary 
information;
- information on prevention of common illnesses;
- reimbursement of treatment costs and medication in case of 
hospitalization, ie. including medical care for more severe con-
ditions requiring hospitalization, including accidents;
- reimbursement of treatment costs and medication for outpa-
tient treatment.

If you are considering insurance, you can always insure your 
child for the period from June 1 to May of the following year 
by sending an amount of CZK 1,500 (EUR 60) to our account by 
May 15. As a variable symbol, enter the number 6 + number 
of your "child", under which it is registered in the database of 
"adopted children" (ie, eg 641023).

Alexandra Yaklyushyna

Health insurance and an example of an interesting extra payment
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From the bank account of the Club of Friends of Adoption 
(where people can contribute regular and irregular sums of 
money under the variable symbol 800, and where also goes 
the overpayments given to us by "adoptive parents" whose 
adoptions were terminated) we helped 49 children (total 
amount 197 600,- Kč) in the first trimester of 2019 (31. 1. 2019) 
who lost their support from "adoptive parent".
Children's stories can be found on our site: https://www.cen-
trumnarovinu.cz/content/klub-pratel-adopce 
We would like to thank you for your support of the Club of 
Friends of Adoption. Thanks to you these children do not 
have to interrupt school attendance and may continue in 
their studies.

Hana Jodasová

One of those children you can support within the project of 
Long-distance Adoption of African Children -is WILLIAM. We 
would like to share his story with you. William AwinoOmbalo 
(ID 52672) has three siblings and is the youngest of the family. 
Their parents died, so their aunt, housewife and widow with 
her own children takes care of them. She has to feed and pay 
tuition fees for all of them. Monthly they have about 1800 KES 

(approx. 418 CZK). The family therefore completely depends 
on the gifts from the benefactors and relatives. They live in 
their own clay house with two rooms. They cook on a fire and 
use water from the lake. William likes to play football and vol-
leyball. In school, he enjoys Swahili, mathematics, physics, 
chemistryand history. William would once like to become a 
lawyer.In 2019 he joined the 3rd year of the High School of 
Hope-Humanist Mixed Boarding Sec. School. In the previ-
ous years, his aunt tried to pay school fees herself, but she 
was not able to. That is why we decided to include William 
into the adoption program so he did 
not have to leave school because of 
an unpaid tuition fee. The boy needs 
support in the amount of 5600 CZK / 
220 EUR per trimester.He has two years 
to complete his secondary education. 
If the story of Wiliamcaught you and 
you would like to support him, please 
contact coordinator Maria at: marie.
niederhafnerova@adopceafrika.cz,  
tel. +420 732 122 654. 
Thank you.

Club of Friends of Adoption



It’s Christmas time, 2017. I’m reading the Lonely Planet guide 
and making plans for the summer holiday in Kenya, the safari, 
the sea and suddenly, I realised that Francis, a 17 year-old sec-
ondary school student sponsored by my parents for more than 
ten years, lives in Kenya. We are going to see him. Courageous? 
Impossible? Risky? I don’t hesitate to act and I send an email to 
Centrum Narovinu and share my idea with them.

It’s August 8th, 2018 and we have a half-day trip to Kilingili 
ahead of us. Rachel, a Nairobi Centrum Deputy, accompanies 
me and my friend John. The car bounces over a broken road 
and together with the full suitcase of presents for Francis 
and his family – long-life food, clothes, sweets, photographs 
and also a book about Prague. The risky driving of our driv-
er doesn’t allow me to close my eyes, so I try to imagine the 
meeting, what we’ll be talking about and how the Francis fam-
ily will react to us. I'm also trying to mentally prepare for the 
very poor dwelling of the whole family to avoid being moved 
and saddened during the visit.

These plans disappear in the first second, Kenyan spontaneity 
overwhelms them. The meeting begins and will be joyful and 
emotional and unforgettable.

We say hello to Francis, his father and his brother and then 
to his grandmother and many other relatives living in hous-

es nearby. Everyone is ready to join and help bring food and 
other gifts out of the car. Most children come when Francis 
decides to share the sweets that we have brought from the 
Czech Republic.

Francis̀  basic school teacher takes the role of a guide. She 
shows us a clay cottage about 10m2, one half serving as a 
kitchen, the other one is for sleeping, but neither equipment 
nor furniture. It reminds us of a complicated life situation for 
Francis. His mother left the family when the three boys were 
still young, his father was in prison for several years, one of 
the brothers fled six years ago and no one knows where he 
is roaming. Daddy was already released from the prison, but 
unfortunately he drinks alcohol and cannot support the fam-
ily. The teacher holds a protective hand over Francis and takes 
care to allow him to continue studying. He does not give up in 
hard times.

The sad voice soon passes into the driving telling about the 
school, where Francis is best of all in mathematics and religion, 
and he would like to become an engineer. We talk, we hug, we 
shoot photos and videos, we absorb strong moments, and we 
can see how gifts are brought to our feet. The Francis family is 
so poor that they don’t own field or cattle but pride and sense 
of justice will not allow them to leave us with empty hands. So, 
we get three huge, approximately fifty-kilo heavy clusters of 
bananas, freshly chopped sugar cane, and when they begin to 
hunt a chicken on grandmother's courtyard, we know that we 
wouldn’t be allowed to go to the hotel with it.

We slowly say goodbye, and on the way home we discuss the 
meaning of all of this. Maybe the father and uncles confiscate 
food and exchange it for alcohol, which they obviously con-
sume in a large amount. Maybe Francis, just like his father, 
will one day steal food to get rid of hunger and start a life of 
crime. Perhaps the teacher will be a strong enough example to 
study and fulfil his dream of becoming an engineer. Perhaps 
he will become a good example for his siblings and he will also 
help them to achieve higher things. It makes sense to hope. It 
makes sense to believe. It makes sense.

Lenka Vykopalová

Visit of Francis in Kilingili
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Project „Kenya“ at Kojetín grammar school

The grammar school at Kojetín is involved in the project 
„Světová škola“ („World School“ is czech educational project 
for schools) already 2 years. It practically means that we choose 
one topic each each, create a team of students – volunteers 
and we work with this subject during the whole year including 
real help within the topic. 

Cambodia was our subject during first year of the project. One 
of our students comes from this country  and that is why we 
chose it. We worked about Ukraine last year as we have stu-
dents from this state in our school too. We chose a country 
without any link to our students for school year 2018/2019, 
nevertheless we hope that this year topic will be similarly suc-
cesfull as previous ones. 

Our this year 
subject is Ken-
ya, as you have 
already got to 
know at the ti-
tle of this article. 
We were search-
ing for a part-
ner with whom 
we could realize 
the project and 
that is how we 
found Centrum 

Narovinu organisation, which has an office in Kenya and which 
works with local communities overthere. 

We appreciated a professional approach of Mrs. Simona 
Heřtusová. She offered us several options how to be involved 
and support directly in Kenya. As we are a school institution, 
we chose a support of community centrum Ostrov naděje with 
kindergarten, basic and high school.

There is visible a lot of work behind us even only the first se-
mestr is gone. From October, students make a short presenta-
tion with Kenya topics for students from lower classes of our 
grammer school. The presentations covered topics abount 
geography, natur, history and art. Literature, daily life in slums 
and physical education subjects are coming next. The plan is 
to play some Kenya game too. We are going to share interest-
ing information about famous Kenya athlets.
Before Christmass, septima students prepared a theatr piece 
called Kenya is not pink. They rewrote and versified Sleeping 
Beauty fairytail using Kenya farm as a background. The theatr 
play was suc-
cesful – viewers 
liked many fun-
ny moments 
and music 
parts. 

We organized 
a presentation 
of the whole 
project dur-
ing the day of 
open doors of 
our grammer 
school. One class room changed literally to exhibition room 
and activities of Centrum Narovinu organisation (foundation 
and support of community center Ostrov Naděje in Kenya) 
were presented on big format photographs. Fair trade shop 
products were offered during the exhibition. The interest was 
quite big, the most in fair trade tea and coffee. Around 200 
visitors came to see school during the day of open doors and 
nearly all of them visited the exhibition for a while at least. 

What we are preparing for the second semestr? 
We will produce simple school tools for students of Kenya 
high school. We are going to share with them following topics: 
school life habits, how we use leisure time, what we like in our 
countries  and which are our traditions. 
Photographs of Ostrov Naděje in will be exposed in Informa-
tion center Kojetín, from 5th February till 8th March. Visitors 
will have chance to see pictures of national parks, towns, to 
meet Kenya history, art and daily life of ordinary people. In 
March, the exhibition will be moved to shopping mall Galerie 
in Přerov. The collection of school needs for students in Ostrov 
naděje in Kenya will be organized together with the exhibi-
tion. 
We also collect cans in order to get some money from their sell-
ing - for buying books for students at Ostrov Naděje. We hope 
that we collect a lot, as many people is involved – not only from 
Kojetín, but also from Kroměříž, Prostějov, Chropyně, Němčice 
nad hanou and from further villages in neighbourhood. 

Mgr. Dana Dýmalová
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