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Czechs created The Island of Hope in Africa 
7.5.2016    Právo    page  5   Newscast 

    Stáňa Seďová     
 
13 years ago a group of enthusiasts from the CentreNarovinu arrived on the island on Lake Victoria, 
where epidemics of malaria and HIV left hundreds of orphans. Five Czechs and four Kenyans were 
able to build orphanage, clinic and school for them. Now also the first Czech secondary school was 
opened. 
"We did not have the heart to send our kids to Kenyan secondary schools, where they are brutally 
beaten, so we built our own. We have struggled for many years with the local community about the 
fact that we have not beaten our kids, because beating is custom here.Locals did not believe that 
children can learn something when not being beaten regularly. We gave thema proof. Our students 
graduated with much better results than the students from state schools from all around the country“ 
mentioned success of their graduates director of Centre Narovinu Dana Feminová. 
Rusinga Island is located near the Kenya-Uganda borders and has approx. 22,000 inhabitants, of 
whom almost half are children under 15 years of age. British colonization brought education system 
full of physical punishment, bans and almost military approach.British colonizers left but violence 
within community of poor fishermen, living in polygamous families with 8 kids on average, has 
remained. 
“When we built the elementary school and started to teach children differently, without penalties, we let 
them go out between classes (usually they are not allowed to left the classroom for 12 hours), we were 
told that the students would be braze and would not succeed” says Ken Okongo, director of Kenyan 
office of Centre Narovinu. “I also attended schools where they only beat us. But violence only 
produces more violence. Not only at school but then also in families. But now even locals started to 
believe that there is another way how to raise and teach children. On The Island of Hope we also 
organize seminars about non-violence for adults” Okongo described the impact on locals. 
In February 31 students has begun 
Orphans turned to students. They were raised for ten years in unique environment and were able to 
speak English when they were six years old. It was only logical that we did not want to send them to 
public boarding schools where it is usual to have 150 girls in one room and beating is part of every 
lecture. 
„In February we have opened our own boarding school for secondary school students, where we have 
rooms for four people. So far we have one class for 31 students, but the goal is to build facility for 120 
students“ describedFeminová. On The Island of Hope there is now 80 children living in the orphanage, 
100 is attending kindergarten and 300 elementary school. Besides there is a clinic, community centre 
and farm. We employed 45 people from local community who are involved in construction of buildings. 
They learn the effective ways of fishing, they breed chicken, grow coffee and tea (they have been 
exporting it for three years already). Locals also founded the insect farm and small manufacture for 
soap-stone artefacts (also for export). 
Long Dictance Adoption 
„Funding is difficult. We want The Island of Hope and all its functions to be sustainable. It will take 
time. We survive due to sponsorship and the help from Czech companies and entrepreuners. We also 
use the funds from Slovak government. Unfortunately in the Czech Republic Kenya is not among the 
priority countries“ explains director Feminová. She estimates that the project has cost more than 20 
million CZK already. 



“The main help is the long distance adoption through which Centre Narovinu helped 4,000 children 
from all around the world. Specifically, on The Island of Hope contributions from adoptive parents pay 
an annual tuition fee of 7,200 CZK (elementary school) or 14,400 CZK (secondary school). 25 % of 
contributions go to construction and support of other projects” adds Feminová. 
*** 
We did not have the heart to send our kids to Kenyan secondary schools, where they are brutally 
beaten, so we built our own. Dana Feminová, director of CentreNarovinu 
  
Photo description/ The Island of Hope on Rusinga Island in the middle of Victoria Lake in Kenya was 
established in 2003 
Photo author/ Photo Centre Narovinu 

Semafor on Thursday Narovinu 
10.5.2016    Haló newspaper     

page 12   mosaic of curiosities 
         

The Semafor Theater is preparing a benefit show called SEMAFOR MÁ ZELENOU with Jiří Suchý, 
Jitka Molavcová and aother theater performers, who will perform pro bono of course. 
Theater Semafor has been supporting Centre Narovinu through the Distant Adoption Project - 
Adoptions of African children. They are specifically supporting education of Ashley Wambui from 
Kenya. The idea of the benefit show came from the members of the theater to support Island of Hope 
Community Centre on Rusinga Island in Kenya (Project of Centre Narovinu). 
The benefit show is also supportedy by a Czech Television, that is the main media partner. The show 
will be streamed online on the internet. The ticket costs 300 CZK. It is also possible to buy more 
expensive tickets and support the development of the community center with unlimited amount. The 
top ten most rewarding people will receive presents from Centre Narovinu Fair Trade Shop. 
Last week Center Narovinu organized African Morning for the Island of Hope - a successful 
development project of the Czech Republic and Slovakia in Kenya. Students of the newly built high 
school have the first school trimester behind themself thanks to this project. 
It is obvious that the school in Kenya can successfully work without canes, grades, uniforms and with 
respectful approach! The African morning was supported by for ecample an actress Barbora 



Munzarová  (another adoptive mother in the Distant 
Adoption Project), Park Lane International School and 
SlovakAid. 
In the first phase, a two-class building, a laboratory for 
specialized subjects (physics, chemistry and biology), 
a dormitory for boys, another dormitory for girls and an 
office building with offices and a staffroom were built. 
The first students sat behind their desks in February 
this year.  The second school trimester has began in 
these days. ... Will you help with developing this noble 
activity – perhaps by attending the Thursday concert?  
One of the permanent prop of the Semafor Theater is 
the singer and actress Lucie Černíková. Unlike the 
successful musical stars Karolina Gudas and Radim 
Schwab, who perform in Sibyl Theater Hybernia on 
Thursday, Lucka is going to be there...  
 

 

Deník 
17.5.2016    Newscast region Kuthohorsko page 3 

 

A fashion show supports building of a school in Kenya 
 
Kutná Hora - Atelier of Fashion Design at Baťa University in Zlín presents its work of students during a 
beneficiary fashion show.  
The fashion event takes place 27th May in Baroque hall of former Jesuit college in Kutná Hora, today's 
seat of Gallery of Central Bohemia. 5 students are going to present their works here. The authors of 
the models are students of 4th and 2nd year of Atelier of Fashion Design at Baťa University in Zlín, 
namely Lucie Sládečková, Mirka Cucová, Ilona Fojtíková, Barbara Mrňáková  
and Anežka Berecková. They will present models of the winter school term, each of them including 5 
models.  
The fashion show will support activities of Centre Narovinu. That focuses on development cooperation 
with the aim of improving education, health care and general life conditions in Africa. Other priorities of 
the association are creating tolerant multicultural society, increasing common awareness of situation in 
developing countries and prevention of discrimination and racism in society.  The profit out of the 
event in Kutná Hora will be 
used to support the project 
Island of Hope – a 
community centre on 
Rusinga Island in Kenya, 
where Centre Narovinu built 
up a nursery school, a 
school, a clinic and a 
secondary school that is 
being built.  
 
The profit  will be used to 
support the project Island 
of Hope – a community 
centre on Rusinga Island 
in Kenya.  

 

 

 



She found a baby by a garbage can in Mombasa. Keep it, they told her 
3.8.2016    Právo    page 1   Title page 
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She found a baby by a garbage can in Mombasa. Keep it, they told her 
4.8.2016    novinky.cz    Home 

    Stáňa Seďová     
 
A story that´s hard to believe with a happy ending happened to DoriceNdege, a long-termKenyan 
employee of Czech NGO CenterNarovinu, an organization which has been helping with adoptions and 
education of Kenyan children for 20 years now. In January, Dorice found a new-born baby by a 
garbage can nearby her house in Mombasa. After medical treatment in the local hospital, the police 
gave the baby back to heralong with an official document saying that it is now hers.  
“And so she took the little boy home and at the age of 60, she became a mother again. And because 
she lost her adult son a year ago, close to the same place where she found the baby boy, she 
believes that the whole incident is not a mere coincidence,” describes Simona Heřtusová from 
CenterNarovinu.  
Czech people currently have 2500 children in Kenya 
“It is hard to imagine in our context but this is how things work in Kenya. There is no functioning social 
system, the state doesn’t support any children´s homes or orphanages. The only safety nets existing 
for abandoned children are provided by charity and non-profit organizations. Therefore, it can actually 
happen, that the police decides to put the baby in the custody of the person who has found it. And this 
boy got reallylucky that morning– he found a very loving mother,” addsHeřtusová. 
In the past two decades, the local employees of CenterNarovinu have encountered all sorts of things. 
The Center´s main project is long-distance adoption of African children. It has been running since 
2002 and helped over 4000 Kenyan children to finish elementary school and high school. 
Currently, CenterNarovinu is supporting 2500 children in Kenya, thanks to Czech and Slovakian 
adoptive parents. 
The interest in adoptions hasn´t declined. 
Even after the years of boom in long-distance adoption, the interest of Czech adoptive parents has not 
declined. And it´s not just adults who support the project.  Even school children are becoming long-
distance adoptive parents. 
„In the Czech Republic, the interest in the project of long-distance adoption hasn´t decreased. 
Individuals, whole families, companies, organizations, and even students and whole schools choose to 
become adoptive parents. Kenyan children are in touch with their sponsors three times a year – they 
send photographs, letters and school progress records on regular basis.  
Adoptive parents also visit the children and their families directly,“ says the chairwoman of 
CenterNarovinu´s administrative board Heřtusová. 
That is impossible in this kind of project organized by other charities. According to the organization´s 
employees, the actual personal encounter brings joy and enrichment to the relationships between the 
children and their adoptive parents, whose financial help can completely change the children´s life 
story.  
“The visits deepen the mutual communication and friendship with the families, which often lasts even 
after the children´s studies are over. Over the years, about 50 Czech families decided for the visit. As 
Kenya isalso a favourite tourist country, they also go on safari, to the sea, and then they visit homes 
and schools of their adoptive children. Even the communication and letters change due to such an 
experience – both children and parents know who they are writing to. They know what to ask about,“ 
describesHeřtusová. 
10 kids from Kenya also paid a visit to their Czech adoptive parents and came to see our small, 
middle-European country, the home of the sponsors who have given them a chance at a better life. 
The adoption of children attending elementary school costs 7200 Kč, upon entering high school, the 
amount doubles. Besides tuition, the adoption also includes the payment of 1500 Kčwhich covers the 
children´s health insurance throughout the whole year. 
CenterNarovinu has also built a whole Island of Hope on Rusinga Island in Kenya, where over 400 
mainly orphaned children live and attend school, due to the support of their Czech sponsors. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Reflex 37/2016 
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 „I‘ve seen a lot of humanitarian projects during those long years I visit Africa. In fact, few actually 
worked. The Czech school on the Rusinga island in Kenya is an exception in this way,“ says the 
photographer Jan Šibík.  
 
It sounds like a cliché, but it's a bare fact; the children are looking forward to school here… 
 
On the island, most people live on fishing… 
 
...men tempt fish with light. They spend all night on the lake. 
 
Everything started in 2008. The Public Service Company Narovinu founded an orphanage on an 
island by the coast of The Victorian Lake at that time. It‘s still here and there are a hundred Kenyan 
children. Since then a preschool, primary and secondary school have been established. Everything 
from the money of Czech donors. Four hundred children come here every day. Czech Dana Femin 
stands behind all of it. Her name is worth of notice. Not only for the idealistic approach, but above all 
the realistic approach, which allowed her to maintain the functionality of the whole centre. She controls 
it remotely by Skype or e-mail. She goes to Kenya twice a year for several days. However, she was 
able to choose local cooperators who had prevented the usual fate of similar humanitarian activities in 
Africa with a longer-term ambition – a complete larceny. 
 
The island itself is one of the poorest areas of Kenya. There is no electrical current to this very day.  
Who wants to turn on the light needs to get solar panels or diesel aggregate. Both of them are 



completely unavailable to the huge majority of the local people. Most people live here on fishing night 
fish. They catch with the light small fish resemble our whitesh. Hunters spend all night in small boats 
on the lake. They start to dry the fish spread across the nets in the morning. Only after that they go to 
sleep. No education is available for their children. And exactly this unusual thing -- the education and 
the food they receive at the school -- lead the children to the huge motivation they go to school with. 
Of course it all sounds like a cliché but it is true. These children really look forward to school. Some of 
them even asked if they could come at four in the morning. Time is due to the fathers' fishing habit 
turned upside down a bit. 

 
St. Nicholas market in Kladruby offered also help to a girl from Kenya 

3.12.2016    tachovsky.denik.cz    page 0   Moje Tachovsko 
    Antonín Hříbal    

 
Kladruby – During one freezing but sunny morning St. Nicholas market took place in Kladruby. Visitors 
enjoyed the tradition pig-slaughtering with its products, mead as well as mulled wine.  Vendors also 
offered Christmas decorations and goods and they could hear songs from the stage by Kudrna Koled 
Band. 
What was impossible not to notice was a stall where the role of vendors was done by pupils of local 
primary school. They were selling their hand-made products and the income is supposed to be used 
as a contribution to education of a girl from Kenya. Muthinu Munywoki has been supported by 
Adoption for Distance for 10 years. 
„From February she will attend the second 
year of secondary school, “ says the 
teacher Buhoslava Dusíková, who was the 
person at the beginning of the idea of the 
distant adoption of the girl from an 
African country.  
At the stall there was also a pupil Pavel 
Pechman standing.  
„We have made this flower pot with cones 
as a Christmas decoration, “showing one 
of many products. „It is nice to help like 
this during Christmas and the girl from 
Kenya gets money for school this way, “he 
adds. The children from the primary school 
in Kladruby get the funds from the support 
like this, selling their own products at 
markets. „Three times a year. At St. 
Nicholas, Easter and Historical fair. The 
people of Kladruby are used to it already 
and they like to come and buy a product 
from pupils.  
Today we have been busy since morning. 
The market started at eight and there was 
a queue already,“ describes Dusíková.  
A part of the products is made during 
lessons of art. „ Bu we also have twice a 
year a so-called manufacturing day, at 
Easter and now at Christmas. We have 
made Christmas decorations from different 
materials, such as angels, candleholders, 
trees, decorated flowerpots and many 
others. “ 
During the ten years, the generation of 
children supporting the adoption of the girl 
Muthinu has changed. „ Also, the former 
pupils come and buy. Today there has 
been a girl who is 23 years old and who 
was selling the goods 10 years ago, “ 
continues the teacher Dusíková. Muthinu 



Munywoki does not have to pay for the school, but she must pay for text books, aids and a school 
uniform. During the ten years, she has exchanged as many letters as the whole book. “ 
URL| http://tachovsky.denik.cz/zpravy_regio...idly-i-pomoc-divce-z-keni-20161203.html 

  

Travel agency ADVENTURA / Catalog 2017 
We support the project Island of Hope on Rusiga Island in Kenya  
 
Around 22 000 inhabitants live on a small island in Victoria lake, of which almost half are children. 
Main aim of the project is to create self-sufficient and sustainable community center, which would 
provide the quality education with respectable approach and basic medical care to very poor people 
and children from Kamasengre and Rusniga Island, and create a new home for orphans and 
abandoned children. And last but not least, it would be an example of how to improve life conditions 
using sustainable technologies, mutual cooperation and solidarity.  
The project is being developed gradually, thanks to enthusiasm of the local community, which 
perceives it as its own and actively contributes. If you like the project, join the Island of Hope Club and 
help to develop the project. We are still looking for founders, helpers and friends, who would like to 
help.  
The public service company Centrum Narovinu focuses on development coordination, with the aim to 
improve education, medical service and overall standard of living in Africa.  

 


